Café and Car Wash in New Orleans East
to Bring Opportunities for Those in Need

Pathway Cafe will look to provide jobs to people challenged by sobriety or post-incarceration

The planned business will revitalize a vacant building in NOLA East

A new non-profit venture is set to breathe life into a long-vacant corner of New Orleans

East when Pathway Café opens at 9901 Chef Menteur Hwy. The business aims to be a dual-purpose
destination featuring both a cafe and a professional car wash. Founded by Brandon Hunter, the project is
taking over the former Two Sisters ‘N Da East building, which has sat empty for several years. Beyond
serving up local favorites like po-boys, wings, bagels, and grits, the business is rooted in a deep social
mission: providing stable employment for folks in recovery and those reintegrating into the community
after incarceration. Proceeds are slated to fund “head start” initiatives for employees, including covering up
to six months of rent to help them establish a firm footing.

The project’s community impact extends beyond job creation to the physical revitalization of the
neighborhood. Hunter recently told What Now New Orleans that revitalizing the building will turn it into
a neighborhood asset.

“It’s been abandoned for almost two years,” he said. “(Fixing it up) is a major part of making an impact
because it’s an eyesore.”

Hunter noted, adding that the location’s proximity to the bus line makes it an ideal, accessible hub for
residents. While an official opening date is pending final city permits, Hunter is currently overseeing
interior renovations and plans to host community fundraisers and cleanups in the coming weeks. If all goes
according to plan, New Orleans East residents can expect to grab a coffee and a bite to eat while their car
gets washed and detailed at Pathway Cafe starting early summer 2026. Those looking to support Pathway
Cafe can connect at pathwaynola@gmail.com or (504) 313-2181.
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